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REPORT. 


To rue CirizENsS OF BEDFORD: 


In compliance with the expressed wish of the voters at the last annual 
meeting, the undersigned respectfully submit to the town a report of the re- 
ceipts and disbursements from the last settlement to the 28th of Feb., 1851. 


RECEIPTS. 


The total amount of receipts from the last year’s settle- 
ment to Feb. 28th, 1851, from all sources, as per 
account of Treasurer, was 


eee 


EXPENDITURES. 


The total amount of expenditures tor which bills have 
been paid and orders drawn, the past year, amount 
to 

We would here remark, however, that the above sum 
includes the State and County Tax, which was 
paid by the Collector and never went into the hands 
of the Treasurer, being 

That sum deducted, leaves, as above, 


$4349 


1059 


58 


16 


$3290 42 


3290 42 


ACCOUNT OF ORDERS GIVEN FOR INCIDENTAL 
EXPENSES OF THE TOWN IN 1850-51. 


Paid James Walker services as Selectman, 
'o4 Wim. Moor ae oe 74 
“ Wm. P. Riddle, agent on Boynton road, 
“Timothy Townsend damage to wagon at Squog, 
‘“* John Patten services as Selectman, 
“Lancy Weston, superintendent town farm, 
“William French, clothing for Whalan, 
“ §. W. Parsons, repairs on Granite Bridge, 
“ ‘Wm. P. Riddle, plank “ e ss: 
‘* Rey. Thos. Sayage, Presbyterian Society, 
“ B. F. Wallace, Clerk and school committee, 
‘‘ Simon Jenness, land damage for road, 
‘Geo. W. Riddle, military services, 
“ Agnes Houston, interest on note, 
“ Thos. W. Moor, school house tax, 
“Ebenezer Holbrook, Baptist Society, 
“Titus A. Moor, interest on obligation, 
“Mrs. Mary Walker, taking care pall cloth. 
“Hartshorn & Darling, stove and funnel, 


$110 
74 
32 
1 
95 
240 
12 
33 
39 
113 
42 
50 
1 
36 
20 
28 
10 
9 
20 


88 
00 
50 
75 
50 


00 


58 
31 
24 
13 
00 
00 
50 
00 
00 
56 
00 
00 
09 
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* Stilman Shepherd, abatement of taxes, 
“ Leonard Bursiel, es “ poll tax, 
* David McG. Moor, a re aae, ee 
* Samuel Gardner, board of Mrs. Harndon, 
“ Daniel Barnard, repairs on town house, 
“ Wm. Patten, old seats for 46 
“  P. P. Woodbury, on account of Institute, 
“« Jesse Richardson, for guide boards, 
“ P. P. Woodbury, interest on money advaneed, 
“ Samuel McAfee, land taken for road, 
—“ Joseph H. Stevens, the execution on the Boynton 
and Stark road, 
+ Joseph H. Stevens, abatement of last year’s taxes, 
6 66 this 6% “ 
6b 6s 6s 66 &% a bs 66 iT 
~~“ Daniel Barnard, care of town house, 
* Joseph H. Stevens, poundage for collection, 


Amount of incidental orders given, 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


Paid J. H. & C. F. Shepherd, plank for bridge, 
C. R. Butterfield, repairing road, 
“* Dayid P. Wright ; 
“* Phineas C. French, 2d, labor on highw ay, 
“~~ Abiel Holbrook, 
“David Wetherspoon, i i e 
‘* Amos Harris, nonresident highway tax, 
“Israel Fuller, on Wallace bridge 
‘“* Frederick Swett, repairing bridge, 
a Israel Fuller, completing Wallace brides 
rf “ — rubbling 
ig Taaae Gage, Jr., work on county road, 
‘* Sylvanus Johnson, work on roads, 
“ Thos. W. Gage, A sseieh 
“Morrison & Fiteh, on account lett by Simon Jen- 
ness for collection, 
* Sewel Stratton, work in his district, 
“ Lemue, N. Wright, A prtte, 
#3 Joshua Vose, dr, Fe gir . 


“3 AS ae building road last year, 
. ney Morrison, repairs of road, 
“ Stephen Frenclf, 39 bb. 


“Joseph C. Moor, plank and sleepers, 
“ Joseph H. Stevens, nonresident highw ay taxes, 


bs <9 


BREAKING OUT ROADS IN WINTER. 


Paid James Harvell, breaking roads, 
*  Abial Holbrook, 
“ Benjamin Hall, 


as 


Amount of school money paid, see Treasurer’s account, 

Paid of old orders drawn by the former board of Se- 
lectmen to amount of 

Whole amount of bills paid, &c., is 

Which sum deducted from the sum of $3290 42, the 
amount in the Treasury this year, and it leaves a 
balance in the Treasury Feb. 38, 1851, of 


10 00 


or 


«J 
DTI OH OT He OO 
— 
to 


267 61 


2 50 
2 95 
1 00 


6 45 
827 38 


241 67 


640 98 


$1306 33 


1573 94 


1580 39 
2407 77 


2649 44 


~ 
F 


v 


Orders not drawn for sums which is already, or will be 
due, at the expiration of the year, such as breaking 
roads, due the several town officers for their ser- 
vices, &c., 

Superintendent at town farm, 

Agnes Houston’s note, 

Titus A. Moor’s obligation, 

School money not paid, 

Orders drawn but not redeemed, 


Available means in the Treasury, March 28, 1851, 
Leaving a balance against the town of 


ADAM CHANDLER, 
WILLIAM FRENCH, 
THOMAS G. HOLBROOK, 


450 00 
200 00 
612 00 
178 12 
59 51 
12 23 


1511 86 
640 98 


$870 88 


Selectmen 


of 


Bedford. 


THE ACCOUNT AND EXPENSES OF THE 


FARM. 


To amount paid for farm, 
Interest on the same, 

Stock on hand March 1, 1850, 
27 tons English hay $10 per ton, 
6 of qeateck as ali ig 


Provisions on hand as per last year’s report, 
Cash paid superintendent, 

“« XE. P. Parker for goods, 

‘* «  Tsaac Dow for work on the barn, 

“« « ~C. A. Damon & Co., for shingles and repairs 

on wheels, 

Cash paid Joseph Christie for building wall, 

“ “ —————for pasturing cattle, 
“John French for 2 shoats, 

“for repairs on the house &c., 

“«  B. Hall for 2 3-4M. shingles, 
“  * Tsaac Cutter for 5M. shingles, 
“« « —M. P. Nichols for goods, 
“  * Isaac Gage for 6 bushels of rye, 
“ A. Allison & Co. for goods, 
> for 3 pair of shoes, 
4 bushel of potatoes, 
“ “for ashes at Manchester, 
“  .“. sundriés; 
“ «J. H. Moor & Co. for plaster and meal, 
‘ G. A. Brown & others for tin ware, 
William Worby 8 days in haying, 
A. P. Winchester 5 weeks in haying, 


‘© Whag meal, 

“Rea oe and twine, $1 28,3 1-4 yds. frocking 
$1 74, 

““ * 1 spencer, $1 75, 9 yds. calico, 1 12, 

* “Prescott & Warren for goods, 

“ “Blacksmith work, 

“_* C. Eastman for lead pipe and work, 


“ _ * for potash 72, weighing hay 62 

“ “Robert Meor for beef, beans and C. seed, 
«5 1-8 bush. rye and coverlid, 

*“ “James Walker for one yoke, 

“ “J. McNeal 8 bushels potatoes, 
«“ “ 'T. F. Moor, for 1 pair steers and beef, 


8 25 


— 


i] 
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TOWN 


2433 05 


993 98 


6 
« «J. D. Armstrong 1 pair steers. 35 00 
« « Willard Parker 1 steer, 20 00 
W.&J.M. French for goods, 47 08 


803 55 4230 55 
Cash paid Mr. Fellows, of Nashua, for sup port of wi- 
dow Hannah McCain, now deceased, 30 00 4260 55 


AN ACCOUNT OF STOCK, HAY, PRODUCE, PROVI- 
SIONS, &c., AT THE TOWN FARM, FEB. 26, 1851. 


By cost of farm, 2433 05 
“'T horse, °25 00 
6-2 bleh 80 00 
“19 cows and young cattle, 380 00 
“ 3 sheep, 6 00 
** 2 shoats, 18 00 
“ 28 fowls, 8 25 

= 2950 30 
HAY ON HAND. 
By by tons of English hay, 190 00 
iu ies mane 10 00 
. 200 00 
PRODUCE ON HAND. 

By 40 bushels corn, 33. 20 
se rye, 2.25 
BD aoe: oats, 8 00 
Sd ATs grass seed, 1 50 
PY Soon ee potatoes, 26 00 
ae’ pitch beans, 4 25 
sek os ae turnips, 2.17 
abi} 7s onions, 1 50 
bag: eet beets, 1 00 
“* 2 3-4 dozen cabbages, 1 32 
“15 gallons pickles, 2 50 
le Ms vinegar, 2 50 
a id applesauce, 75 
** | bbl. cider, 2 00 
phe. Sit” soap, ‘4 00 

wR er 92 94 
PROVISIONS ON HAND. 

By;l bbl. beef, 10 00 
‘| 1-2 bbl. pork, 27 00 
“< 925 pounds ham, 18 00 
“295 . “ sausages, 2 50 
KS “ _ butter, 4 67 
“60  “  Jard, 5 40 
“AQ “ tallow, 3 36 
“ 4 1-2 bushels meal, 2 25 
‘““ 59 1-2lbs. dried apple, 4 20 
“ 1-4 bbl. flour, 1 50 
5000 feet of last year’s lumber at Hale’s mill, 40 00 
40 logs now at Hale’s mill, 36 00 
1M. shingles, 2 50 


151 38 


7 

RECEIVED FOR HAY SOLD IN 1850. 

Received of George Eaton for 1685 Ibs., 10 90 
ms “ Mr. Hodgman “ 2102 “ 14 70 

Sy e W. P. Riddle “ 1590 “ 9 00 

x; “© Thom Wellaye ‘*°* 660: 3 00 
" “ Mr. Hodgman “ 9955 “ old hay, 25. 2&7: = 

\ “" Hel. French. “ 6934 “ . 38 47 

hs wre. Parker «“ 2215) * 15 40 


aes 116 64 


ARTICLES SOLD AND LABOR DONE OFF THE FARM. 


137 feet of boards sold Mr. Weston, Kk 3F 
1-2 bushel parsnips sold Page & Bailey, 50 
2 dozen eggs sold Alfred George, 28 
1-2 day of oxen to Mr. Moor, 33 
Oxen and cart to J. C. Moor, 1 68 
Lumber, veal, horse hire, &c., to Henry Hale, 2 86 
Veal sold to Mr. Woodman, 85 
Oxen labor and 1 1-2 bush. oats to Mr. Felt, 2 25 
7 1-2 Ibs. veal sold A. J. Dow, 39 
81-22% “ - “ | Benjamm Holt, 43 
56 3-4 lbs.“* “ Mr. Eastman, 2 42 
511-2 “ “ George Brown, 2 24 
Oat straw sold 1 97 
Hides and skins sold Stephen French, 9 38 
18 lbs. veal sold F. G. Stark, 90 
34 3-4 lbs. butter sold Mr. Farrington, ° 6 00 
211-2“ veal “ “ Blaisdell, 1 07 34.92 
Butter, beets and peas sold an Irish woman, 2 86 
33 lbs. butter sold Mr. Prescott, 5 28 
Fe rT ** Amos Morrill, 4 20 
Grass sold standing to Matthew Kennedy, 3 65 
Some apples, pumpkins and sage sold, 4 5 
2 dozen eggs and some vinegar sold, 55 
Hay sold to Mr. Moor, ; 3 00 
Old iron and a little lime sold, 58 
Squashes sold at the city, 53 
Received of Thomas Hackett for drawing 26800 bricks, 24 12 
ot “ Leach & Watts “ 5 27800 “ ™ 20 OZ 
s *“ Leach & McClarey for “ 22800 “ 20 52 
t “ Wm. Moor hile 2400 “* 2 00 
Labor with team off the farm, 7 50 
Bull sold Charles F. Shepherd, 18 00 
Butter, veal, &., sold W. & J. U. French, 18 99 
Beef sold sundry persons, 57.16 
15 gallons vinegar sold Amos Morrill, 1 87 
Lumber sold Mr. Damon, 10 31 
17 3-4 lbs. tallow sold Isaac Cutler, 1 42 
44 lbs. turkey sold Mitchell at city, 4 80 
Veal, butter, &c., sold 218 
Cow sold A. Chandler, 28 00 
Oak lumber sold Joseph Shedd, | 5; 00 
i3 weeks board of Mr. & Mrs. Winchester; 16; 25) 
Heifer sold T. F. Moor, 11 75 
Exchange in oxen, some pickles sold, &c., 9.12 


Posts and rails sold Robert McGaw. 16 20 


8 
11 bushels oats sold P. P. Woodbury, 4 95 
80 lbs. butter sold John W. Ray, 13 60 
Milk sold sundry times, 1 48 
Labor done off the farm, 2 00 
1 ox sold Thomas Shepherd, 38 50 
46 1-2 lbs. butter sold A. Allison, & Co., 7 66 
12 cabbages and some beets, 2 01 
Eggs sold at the city, 40 


aio 1S Beeo-15 


CASH RECEIVED OF COUNTY FOR THE SUPPORT OF 


PAUPERS. 
APRIL TERM, 1850, $153 38 
Cash rec’d Oct. term 1850 15 00 
Now ‘due from County, Feb. 28, 1851. 9 00 177 38 
‘Cash paid for Shingles , Nails and labor hired in 
} shingling the barn last summer 36 25 
Repairs inthe house in Plastering, Painting and 
Papering 18 v1 54 96 
#4157 49 
The Farm Dr. ~ $4260 55 
4 EM J 4157 49 


Balance against Farm $103 06 ’ 


We have charged to the farm the money paid Mr. Fellows of Nashua, 
fur the support of Mrs. McCain being $30,00, which perhaps strictly 
speaking should not beso charged. 


In summing up the transactions of the town farm for the past year, 
the result proves to be somewhat different from what has appeared in 
our reports of former years. Some explanation perhaps under the cir- 
cumstances may seem to be proper. 


And in the first place, we would remark that it is mainly owing to the 
removal of the County Paupers. 


By recurring to the last year’s report, there was credited 


to the Farm by cash rec’d of County, $668 99 
Whereas this year the town has rec’d but 168 38 
Making a difference in the two years of $500 61 


‘Then again in regard to the sum mentioned as being due from the 
‘County, there evidently was some mistake in the computation. It says 
“¢ due March 1, 1850, $204 57.” Atthe April court following, which 
‘was some six weeks subsequent, the Selectmen presented tne Pauper 
account and received but $153 38, being $51 19 less than the sum 
credited, which in point of fact should stand against the Farm last 
year. 


Notwithstanding there seems to be a balance of $103 06 chargable 
tothe Farm. Yet we are informed by Dea. Felt, that there is now due 
him for labor and articles sold which he expects to collect before his 
time expires, the sum of $87 60, and {that he has used of the town’s 
money $60 11, which sum added make $147 71. He further says, that 
he is indebted to sundry persons for goods and other articles bought, 
the sum of $146 31, leaving a surplus in his hands of $1 40. 


* 
9 


As regards improvements about the buildings and upon the Farm, we 
would say that the Superintendent has built 63 rods of new wall, and 
made many little improvements about the premises of which no men- 
tion has yet been made. 


In conclusion, we think Mr. Felt has managed the affiirs under his 
supervision with a due regard for comfort and happiness of those under 
his charge, and what he conceives to be for the interest of the town. 


ADAM CHANDLER, Selectmen 
WILLIAM FRENCH, of 
THOMAS G. HOLBROOK, ) Bedford. 
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Peter P. Woodbury in account with the town of Bedford as 
Treasurer thereof, Feb. 28, 1851, 
To Cash in Treasury, Feb. 20, 1850 


be 
6% 


of 


“of Joseph H. Stevens collector for 1851 

go County April term 1851 

“ rr in consequence of mistake 
in last oe account 

‘shay sold from poor farm 

** rec'd Literary fund from State : 

es ‘* County Oct. term 1850 


oT ‘© Railroad tax from State 
66 ‘¢ use of Town house 
‘6 ‘¢ Stephen French highway money 


Note F. L. Walker for Taxes in 1848 


Dr. 
198 39 
2471 56 
153 38 


26 00 
15 40 
63 91 


il 


By cash paid on account incidentals, &c. Cr. 

A *¢ Selectmen’s ac’t last year 280 28 
«6 “© Sundry orders 1026 05_ 
“©  & Sehool District No. 1 50 98 

se eG 66 &% 66 é 6Q 91 32 
nT 66 66 66 ‘“ 63 63 63 
Tet sé 66 66 c 64 34 00 
$66 a3 66 &6 oem Fy 120 88 

Coy tate &6 73 23 c 6G : 88 22 

66) 5466 6é éé 66 se 57 59 
se 66 66 &6 “« 8 61 16 

cc kG 6é ec 6é eS 32:12 

6% be &c 66 66 ‘“ 640 52.13 

cig? 66 73 66 66 c 6] 19 72 

Beylis 64 rT: rT: rz sc 62 80 00 
ce “6 & 66 fq 4G 30 00 

$6 Sie thea, AS ie sh 4 130 00 a 
66 6G 66 3 &6 “ 15 10.63. _£ 4 ¥ 
ey ‘** Highway orders 267 61 ¥ 
hig oe “ Breaking roads 6 45 

i Sa ‘« Last year orders 241 67 

$2649 44 

Leaving a balance in the Treasury of $640 98 


P. P. WOODBURY, Town Treasurer. 
Bedford, Feb. 28, 1851. 


ANNUAL REPORT ON SCHOOLS. 


ay 


Iv may be said of this State, as a poet has said of Massa- 

chuset's, that she never 
“ Dreads the sceptic’s puny hands, 

While near her school her church-spire stands; 

Nor fears the blinded bigot’s rule, 

While near her church-spire stands a school.” 
And it may be added, that true religion and sound learning 
have uniformly promoted each other, by a happy reciprocal in- 
fluence, which no one can fail to observe, who carefully reads 
the history of the past. 

In this town it is interesting to notice, by a comparison of 
former times with the present, the onward progress of educa- 
tion. Perhaps the memory of some of the oldest inhabitants 
can go back to the time, when one little school house, on a ris- 
ing ground, about half a mile south of the old meeting house, 
accommodated, or rather did not accommodate, the whole town. 
Now we can look over fifteen districts, with their school houses, 
to which, as appears by the late census, 559 scholars resorted 
the past year for useful instruction. 

With gratitude in review of the past, and with encourage- 
ment and hope in the future prospect, the Superintending 
School Committee would, another year, come before the citi- 
zens with their annual report. 


NO. I. 


In former years, district No. 1 embraced what is now the 
three central districts. For local convenience it was divided 
and sub-divided, with more regard, as results have shown, to 
private interest than to the public good. Sometimes, no doubt, 
division becomes necessary by reason of numbers, but, gener- 
ally speaking, it is better, when practicable, to keep together 
than to separate. 

The summer term of this school was satisfactory. The 
teacher evidently exerted herself to be useful, and her exertions 
were crowned with encouraging success. Of the winter term, 
if the Committee cannot speak in terms of unqualified approba- 
tion, it should be said, in justice to the teacher, that it was his 
first experiment, and that with his good intentions and honest 
aims, he may, by perseverence, excel in school keeping. Sum- 
mer term, Mary 8. Walker; No. scholars, 20. Winter term, 
Dudley H. Manning; No. scholars, 20. 


13 
NO. I. | 

This is a large district, and affords a practical illustration of 
the wisdom of remaining united, though attended with some 
inconvenience to the more remote families. The school house 
is large and well constructed. ’Tis filled summer and winter. 
The summer school was well instructed, by a teacher of expe- 
rience. The winter term was taught by the same, but the 
Committee had not the opportunity of being at the close. Sum- 
mer term, Eliza A. Morrison; No. scholars,40. Winter term, 
Eliza A. Morrison; No. scholars, 53. 


NO. Ill. 


This school continues to maintain its good standing for pro- 
ficiency and order. Both summer and winter term was taught 
by the same person, an advantageous circumstance, though at 
the close of the last term, by reason of unavoidable engage- 
ments, the Committee were not able to attend. Summer term, 
Fanny W. Wallace; No. scholars, 28. Winter term, F. W. 
Wallace ; No. scholars, 35. 


NO. IV. 


This school house, situated on the skirts of a beautiful piece 
of woods, presents to the passing traveller, especially in sum- 
mer, a most picturesque object. And if the scenery of nature 
has its influence on the mind, we must commend the wisdom of 
this selection. In the building of school houses, there is gen- 
erally too little regard to the choice of a spot. 

In summer, the scholars, generally quite small, made reason- 
able improvement, especially in the elements of Arithmetic. 
The winter term commenced auspiciously, under a youthful 
teacher, bu closed abruptly, not from any dissatisfaction, either 
in the school or among the parents, but, apparently, from dis- 
couragement of mind in the master. The school is, at the 
present time, in progress under Miss Wallace. Summer term, 
Miss Parker; No. scholars, 19. Winter term, Mr. Dearborn, 
F. A. Wallace. 

NO. V. 


This school, which requires much laborious care in the teacher, 
was successfully taught, both seasons, by good teachers. Judg- 
ing from the returns, according to the new register sent to the 
schools, there was, in many of the scholars, great want of punc- 
tuality in the winter term. The Committee were much grati- 
fied with this school, which, from its numbers, requires efficien- 
cy in teaching and discipline. Summer term, Ann Riddle ; No. 
scholars, 45. Winter term, James P. Walker ; No. scholars, 58. 

NO. VI. 

Of this school the Committee are able to report favorably. 

The smallness of its number enabled the teacher to devote more 
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ume to each scholar. Perhaps, if deficient in any thing, it is 
in that animation which a large number sometimes imparts. 
Summer term, Nancy A. Vose; No. scholars, 16. Winter 
“term, Mr. Stevens; No. scholars, 17. 


NO. VII. 


This school has, for some time, been on the advance in gen- 
eral improvement. ‘The winter term was very satisfactory, -un- 
der Mr. Chandler. In the various branches. but particularly 
reading, the Committee are happy to report a most commenda- 
ble proficiency. It was pleasant, at the closing examination of 
the winter school, to notice a number of parents present. Sum- 
mer term, Miss Clapp; No. scholars, 30. Winter term, Geo. 
B. Chandler; No. scholars, 35. 


NO. VIII. 


The Committee have no minutes or returns to guide them in 
~ reporting on the summer school. At the commencement of the 
winter school, the Committee made a very pleasant visit — and 
found in the instructions and management of the school, all that 
could be desired. ‘The inclemency of the weather prevented 
the closing visit of examination. Mr. Stevens and his brother 
in No. 6, are from Vermont, and do no discredit to the green 
mountain State. Summer term; Melissa Boynton, No. schol- 
ars; 85. Winter term; Aden N. Stevens, No. scholars, 45. 
NO. IX. 


This school house is worthy of commendation for its conven- 
dent construction. In the arrangement of the seats, the com- 
fort of the scholars is consulted. In the summer term, the 
teacher made every effort to promote the improvement of the 
school; perhaps in the ardor of her zeal to do her best, there 
might have been some errors of judgment in discipline. But 
with her desire to do good, she cannot fail of ultimate success. 
In the winter the teacher with some good qualifications, failed 
to sustain government. The Committee were pained to witness 
at the closing visit, some manifestation of disorder even in their 
presence. Summer term; Annis E. Gage, No. scholars, 21. 
Winter term; Miss Gregg, No. scholars, 23. 

NO. X. 


Stone school house. Of the summer school, the Committee 
have nothing in particular to report. The teacher of the win- 
ter term failed as the one just mentioned, in government.— 
Whether it was from a want of energy, or from an idea that 
moral suasion was sufficient, there was a deficiency that showed 
itself, but too evidently, in the want of improvement at the 
close. A mild course may do very well, where all are desirous 
of learning, but the impression that forced itself on the mind of 
the Committee, was that a strict discipline would be of great 


is; | 
advantage to this school. © Summer term ; Miss Damon, No. 
scholars, 25. Winter term; Marion Whitney, No. scholars, 34. 
“4 ‘NO. XI. 


Dea. Stevens’. In this school, the greater part of the schol- 
ars are from Merrimack. ‘Those reported belong to this town. 
Summer term; Miss Fisher, No. scholars, 6. Winter term ; 
Miss Fisher, No. scholars, 7... 

NO. XII. 

In the summer term of this school, Miss Kendrick spared no 
pains to bring up the school to a good state of improvement.— 
Perhaps, if such a thing is possible, her aims were too high, or 
to speak more properly, she did not make allowance for the 
backward condition of a portion of the school. Hence, she fail- 
ed to gain the confidence of the scholars, so necessary to suc- 
cess. In the winter, the teacher after keeping a few weeks, 
gave up the school, and was succeeded by Miss Stevens, whose 
experience and success in teaching are well known. Summer 
term; Asenath Kendrick, No. scholars, 24. Winter term ;— 
Susan A. Mullett, D. J. Stevens, No. scholars, 30. 


NO. XIII. 


This school, the past year has been very fortunate in the 
teachers by which it has been instructed. Both summer and 
winter, the examinations exhibited good progress. During the 
past winter, no school appears to have made greater improve- 
ment in all the common branches of learning. In Arithmetic, 
particularly, the recitations would have done credit to older 
scholars. Summer term, Helen Nevins; No. scholars, 25.— 
Winter term, Lucy 8. Nevins; No. scholars, 29. 


NO. XIV. 


This new school is domg much good in the upper village—. 
The Committee were much pleased with the management at 
their opening visit this winter, and promised themselves much. 
gratification from the closing visit, but were disappointed by the 
very bad weather, which prevented their attendance on the day 
appointed. Summer term, Ellen M. Thompson ; No. scholars, 
75. Winter term, J. B. Gage; No. scholars, —. 


UNION DISTRICT. 

This school under Miss Shepard did well in the summer, and 
under Miss French, this winter it has advanced in the career of 
improvement. ‘The schoolis small, buthas some scholars that 
would not discredit a higher seminary. Some scholars are 
from Amherst. Summer term, M. A. Shepard; No. scholars, 
9. Winter term, A. French; No. scholars, 9. 

REMARKS. 


Gis REGISTER FOR THE WINTER SCHOOL. | 
This is on an improved plan and secures returns more full 


as 

and satisfactory than heretofore. The following is one of the 
directions. ‘In the column of ‘ Deportment,’ if the scholars’ 
general moral deportment, observance of the rules of the school 
and diligence in study, be ordinary, insert a zero (°); if below 
mediocrity, insert the minus (—) ; if-above mediocrity, insert 
the plus (+). 

_ The Committee are happy to notice the plus mark in many 
instances, but are sorry to see against some names, the minus 
mark. The Committee have not in hand all the returns; it is 
~ hoped there will be no delay in forwarding them, as the siatis- 
tical report for the State, must be ready on or before April 1st. 

READING. 

This important accomplishment, which has been too much neg- 
lected, is beginning to revive more attention in our schools. 

“To read or speak, so as at once to convey intelligence to 
the mind and pleasure to the ear; to give utterance to thoughts 
and sentiments with such force and effect as to quicken the 
pulse, to flush the cheek, to warm the heart, to expand the soul, 
and to make the hearer feel as though he were holding converse 
with the mighty spirit that conceived the thought and compos- 
ed the sentence is, it is trueno ordinary attainment, but it is 
far from being either above the power or beyond the reach of art.” 

But before such excellence ean be attained, some faults must 
be removed from our schools; such as monotonous reading, 
rapid utterance, bad emphasis, or none at all. The teachers 
themselves must be better readers than they generally are. 

It is exceedingly painful, at an examination, to hear a scholar 
drawl over a paragraph from some fine author, miscall almost 
évery other word, and stumble on till he gets through. The 
teacher is often very injudicious in the selection of pieces to 
read. He seems to think, as it is examination, he must take 
some thing very difficult; accordingly, some sublime extract 
from Milton or Young is murdered in the reading, while the 
book abounded in examples of plain, easy, prose. We do not 
here mean to include all the schools. There are honorable ex- 
ceptions. In one, particularly, at the winter examination, Bry- 
ant’s ‘‘ Thanatopsis ” was read admirably well. . 

In conclusion, the Committee would say, in the language of 
Dr. Whiton in the last years’ school report of Antrim, “* The 
true good of a child depends not the hundredth part so much 
on the amount of property left him by inheritance, as on an 
education training him to honesty, civility, industry, and the 
discharge of duty, both to God and society. Hence the regu- 
lation of schools is not inferior to any item of town business 
whatever.” 

THOMAS SAVAGE, Superintending 
PETER P. WOODBURY. § School Committee. 
Bedford, Feb. 28, 1851. 


